
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 26 November 2002] 

 p3336c-3337a 
Hon Dee Margetts; Hon Kim Chance 

 [1] 

SOIL CONSERVATION NOTICE, APPEAL, DRAINAGE WORKS IN NAREMBEEN 

235. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

With regard to an Appeal to the then Minister for Primary Industry and Fisheries, Monty House, against a Soil 
Conservation Notice relating to drainage works in Narembeen (Avon location numbers 18159, 18160, 18161, 
18162, 27106 and 27107) issued on February 14 1997, which resulted in a variation of the Soil Conservation 
Notice subject to conditions - 

(1) Has the Commissioner of Soil and Land Conservation been notified as to whether each downstream 
landholder agreed to accept the water drained onto his or her land by the extension of the existing 
drain? 

(2) Has a maintenance agreement among the landholders sharing access to the catchment drain been 
developed? 

(3) Was there an agreement made between the Commissioner of Soil and Land Conservation and the 
proponent to reduce the risk of soil erosion by modifying the shape of the spoil banks along the existing 
drains in the creek line, and has the work been carried out? 

(4) Has a catchment management plan for the Narembeen Creek catchment ever been undertaken? 

(5) If so, when? 

(6) What is the current status of the Soil Conservation Notice given that not all the pre-conditions for the 
exemption have been met? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

(1) No.  On 9 February 1998 the then Minister for Primary Industry directed the Commissioner of Soil and 
Land Conservation to vary the Soil Conservation Notice to allow certain drainage works proceed.  This 
variation was granted as the proponent of the drains was unable to get the written agreement of one 
downstream land owner as was required in the Minister's decision of 4 August 1997.  The works were 
only allowed to proceed after outstanding issues were resolved at a meeting convened by the 
Department of Agriculture.  Representatives of the drainers, the Land Conservation District Committee, 
Shire of Narembeen, the Department of Conservation and Land Management and the objecting 
downstream land owner attended the meeting. 

(2) The individual drainers formed a group called Confinement of Salinity and the Preservation of 
Vegetation (COSAPOV).  This group agreed that members would be responsible for the maintenance of 
drains through their properties. 

(3) Yes, there was agreement and work was carried out.  The varied Soil Conservation Notice remains in 
force. 

(4) In 1996, the Narembeen Shire and the LCDC made efforts to develop a catchment management plan.  
However, this was not progressed in the 18 months prior to the Minister's decision. 

(5) See (4), above. 

(6) The varied Soil Conservation Notice remains in force. 
 


